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Bad NewsNBudget Cuts!

GovernorSchwarzeneggevantsto cut spendingor public educdion by $4 8 billion. Thebudgethasnot
beenpasseddut schooldistrictsmustsubmita balancedudgetby June30thbasedon the proposedcuts

The Cuts

Karen Hemphill, a CP Academy Parent and Berkeley
School Board member, tellsus

Let's beclear. Theonly reason that our Scool
Didtrict isin this postion of likely having to lay off
teachesandother critical staff postionsis because
of the proposd state budgé cuts.

The Governor's proposal to cut $4.8 billionfrom
public educationis devagating to Berkeley schools.
Although,the State hasnot adoptd this proposal yet,
school districts are required to submit a balanced
budge by June30th based onthe Governor's current
proposl. For Berkeley, this meansthatwe mug
reduce our budge by $3.7 million for the 200809
school year. Unfortunaiely, given thatapproximately
85% of our digtrict budge: is staff cogs this means
thattheBoard is forced to cut teacher's,
administrators, andother staff postions

How The Cuts Hurt Us

Governor Schwarzenegge @& cuts mean big problems
for CPA. First, our counglor, Caren Ohlson has
already received alayoff notice. (See her sad goodbye
in the Counslor@ Corner.) Her leaving meansthat
thereisno adult dealing with thedaly grind of
student persond problems. It will beleft for CPA
teachers who will have to subtract time from teaching
to pick upthedack. Themany of uswho have
experienced Caren@ hdp firsthand know how
suppotive and committed sheis and how much
difference it makes having a person at school

dedicated to our children@ well-being both indde and
outsdetheclasssoom Losng he isabig blow to our
program.

Another dire possibility isthethreat of acutin
administrative suppot time for both Lead Teachers,
Annie Johngon and Wyn Skeels. TheyQre aready
publicly said tha they can®continueon the present
0.4 FTE, they need 0.6 FTE administrative time to run
thesmall school. Unfortunaely, the Board will
probably offer 0.2 FTE as a beginning barganing
chip dueto thedrastic cuts. The eventud negotiations
will probably lead up to a 0.4 FTE which iswha both
teachers say they can®handle. So thecuts lead right
to the heart of theviability of CP Academy as a small
school. Thisisonly a start.

Thereisaso thedistina possibility that we will lose
teachers. Our alocation for teaching staff is currently
unde discussion and the proposl fromthe
administration is a significant redudion, threatening
our ability to continueeither our math program or our
English programs as planned. We are in themidg of
discussing this situaion with theadministration and
with the Shared Governance body.

If youwere ever going to do somethingto suppot CP
Academy, nowisthetime. You need to write a note
to yourlocal and state representatives and Governor
Schwarzeneggea, making it clear that if they cut
education youwill nat bevoting for them. Don@® think
you can stand on thesiddines on this oneand not get
bumed, or, as Fredrick Douglass more eloquently put
it, Orhelimits of tyrants are prescribed by the
endurance of those whomthey oppress.O



What You Can Do

m This Thursday, March 20", come to ameetingin
the BHS library to plan a mohilization to Sacramento
to protest the budge: cuts this spring and demand that
the California legidature increase its commitment to
the education of our youth. We will accept nothing
less than an increase in resources for education.

B Write/call/email your State representatives and
urgethem to fully fund public education.

Governor Schwartzenegger, State Capitol Building,
Sacramento, CA 95814

State Senator, Don Perata, 1515 Clay Street, Suite 2202,
Oakland CA 94612

State Assembly Person, Loni Hancock, 712 El Cerrito Plaza,

El Cerrito CA 94530
m Writethefollowing local representatives aboutthe
04t00.6 FTE for Lead Teachersat 2134Martin
Luther King Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 947040r email
them throughthe BUSD webste:

Superintendent Bill Huyett,, Board Members: Joaquin J.

Rivera, John T. Selawsky, Shirley Issel, Karen Hemphill,

Nancy Riddle
m Urgeany professional, sodal, and/or political
organizationstha you bdongto take formal postions
to fully fundpublic education and send | etters to the
Governor and other State officials.
B Ask family, friends and assodates livingin
congrvative legidative districts to contact thar
representatives and let them know tha full suppot of
public educationisvaued andtha ther continued
pledgeto refuse to even consder additiond revenue
optionsto hdp address the State's budge deficit
and/or suppot publc educationis not acceptable and
not supported by votersin thar digtricts.

Counselor @ Corner

Caren Ohlson isthe counselor for all
CP Academy families You can
always contact her at 644-8987 or
caren_ohlson@berkeley.k12.ca.us.
Helping with the Big Transition
Every year at Berkeley High, we see
upsand downsamongthe Senior class as they make
the exciting and difficult trangtion into adulthood
For mog teenagers, graduaing high school isther
first hugeaccomplishment. It isarite of passage
With thistrangtionis celebration and sadness;
something is ganed and somethingislod. | have
spoken to many seniors this semester aboutthe many
conflicting feelingsthey have abouttrangtioning

from childhoodto adulthood.Some days they feel
ready, some days they don't Some days are exciting;
otheas are terrifying.

How do we, as adults, welcome these youngfolks
into the adult world? There isno oneanswer, but here
are afew suggetions

m Ceebrate your child'saccomplishments even
before June13th. Take as many oppotunities to
celebrate as you can!

B Shower them with praise and appreciation. If you
like something abouthow your child is planning,
studying, or relating to you and other's, keep telling
them! It will hdp them feel confident and excited
aboutbeingin the Gea world.O

B Ask them questionstha ge them thinking about
next steps. Some students have a plan, others dont
yet. If your child seems depressed or anxious they
may need your hdp figuring outwha's next for them.

B Tak to someoneyoutrug aboutyour own
feelingsaboutyour child'strangtion. Expressing your
own fedlingsof fear, anxiety and sadness outside of
your child's presence could hdp you be more present
and hdpful when your child needsyour adult
wisdom

B Get some conalltation froma counslor, pastor or
friendif you notice your child has log motivation,
seems depressed or ovely stressed out.

Trangtionscan bevery hard on some folks, butwith a
little extra hdp, they get throughjug find

On thetopic of trangtions | am sad to say tha | have
not been asked to return to Berkeley High School next
year. | will greatly miss the students and feel blessed
to have gotten to know each of themN some alot,
somejug alittleN in thelast year and ahdf. Thee
will be many oppatunities to say goodbyebeween
now and Junel13th. | wish all CPA families many
blessingsand hopetha each of youwill become as
involved as you can with the program.

Other News

B Thenext parent meeting will be Thursday, March
20th from7 pm to 9 pmin the College and Career
Center on the 2™ floor of the A OBuilding.

m GoodnewsN We received a $10000grant from
In Dulci Jubilio for our Writing for College program
which indudes both AP English and WritersCoach
Connection. We are still writing grants for both.

m Correction: Louis Davis should have been
induded onthe hona roll last month.



