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Directions: On a separate sheet of paper, answer the following short answer questions to 
the best of your ability.   

 
1. How did Nationalism, Imperialism, and Militarism lead to World War I? 
2. Why did they call the Balkans a “powder keg” right before WWI? 
3. How are Serbia and Russia similar? Why does this matter right before WWI? 
4. Who was Gavrilo  Princip? 
5. What was the German Schlieffen plan? 
6. Describe trench warfare. 
7. What two events brought the U.S. into WWI? 
8. In war, many countries have to ration essential food and materials. What does it 

mean to ration? 
9. How is propaganda used by governments before and during a war? 
10. Why did the Russians withdrawal from World War I? 
11. What happened on November 11th, 1918? 
12. How did the Treaty of Versailles punish Germany for WWI? 
13. Who was Woodrow Wilson? 
14. Before World War I, how was Russian society organized? What kind of 

government did they have? 
15. Describe the difference between the Mensheviks and the Bolsheviks. 
16. Who was Vladimir Lenin? What German greatly influenced his beliefs? 
17. What is the purpose and goal of communism? 
18. After the Russian Revolution, what was the country’s new name? 
19. What does this quote mean? – “A dictatorship of the Communist Party versus a 

dictator of the proletariat” 
20. Who was Joseph Stalin?  How did he rule? 
21. Describe a totalitarian government? 
22. What is the difference between an economic recession and a depression? 
23. How did high inflation hurt many people during the Great Depression? 
24. What is a stock and what is a stock market? 
25. Who was the American President during the Great Depression? What was his 

program called to bring the U.S. out of depression? 
 


